which he ran until 1987, when he took the opportunity to establish a for-profit conservation operation in Greensboro, North Carolina. Thus was born the Etherington Conservation Center (and since he sold it in 2005, Etherington Conservations Services, at http://www.etheringtoncs.com/), the subject of the penultimate chapter.
Throughout these chapters it is clear that Etherington has had an immense impact on the field of bookbinding and conservation, not only through his teaching and administrative work, but also through conferences and his work with professional organizations like the Guild of Book Workers. Bernard Middleton again says it best: "[T]his book is an impressive story of a talented individual who rose from a benchman to become the pinnacle of his craft. The quality of the Web sites makes the listing relevant for most audiences, including college students. The book's contents are clearly valuable, given the ongoing need for quality reviewed online content and for curated guides to online content. The arrangement and format of the book is problematic, given that it is a printed reference book for online resources.
The links are organized into 16 major sections: Arts and Humanities; Books, Electronic, and Print; Business; Computing; Education; Health and Medicine; History and Culture; Home and Recreation; Law; Libraries, Museums, and Museum Studies; Mathematics; News; Physical Sciences; Reference (General Information); Social Sciences; and Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism. Each entry is arranged with the Web site name, URL, and a short annotation. The full entry's information is useful for locating resources in the event of broken links and for evaluating the resource's relevancy for particular research needs.
The value of this book lies in the curatorial work done in the collection, quality review, and organization of its contents. This sort of curatorial work is especially important given the abundance of online information resources. In evaluating any given section from the book, many excellent resources are listed and clearly some excellent sources that could be recommended are not present. As Burden states in the introduction, quality sites reference other quality sites. Thus, the book aims to have a sufficiently representative sample with a selected and not overwhelming list of resources.
Despite the value of the book's contents, the lack of certain structural support elements detracts from the book's usability. Specific missing elements include the lack of a complete listing of all sections with subsections and the lack of formatting for each entry. While the table of contents lists all of the major sections, there are subsections within each of these that are not listed in the table of contents; instead, these subsections are listed within the sections only. Because the Web site entries are listed within the subsections, someone looking quickly for art resources could go to the "Arts and General Humanities" section and then may need to look through pages 3-28, which contain all of the sections that begin with "Art." Two examples of the subsections are: "Art-Animation-see also Art-Comics and Graphic Novels" and "Arts-Fonts and Typography." If listed within the table of contents, these subsections would be very useful, but, in fact, readers can only find this listing in the subject index at the back of the book. With the "Art" resources, readers may note the title of the full section and move immediately to the index. However, that would be of limited use because other subsections within the "Arts and General Humanities" do not immediately indicate that they may be included, as with the "Ceramics" and "Radio and Television" subsections.
Each entry is formatted with only a line break between the site name, URL, and annotation. The different entries are separated only by paragraph breaks. Some annotations are multiple paragraphs and additional paragraphs are indented, but the first paragraph of the annotation is not. The resulting visual display for each page is a large and generally homogenous amount of text without bolding or other formatting that, if present, could facilitate skimming pages for site names to locate more easily the most relevant resources.
Using a printed guide alongside a computer can be much easier than toggling multiple windows across multiple screens. Still, the structural and formatting issues are of concern because they detract from the ease of use. Publication of this book demonstrates the clear desire and interest in curated lists and expert guides to the Web. The market for this book exists because of that need, and this book and similar curatorial works can be useful if provided in the proper format. A Subject Guide to Quality Web Sites' print format and page formatting do a disservice to the intellectual value of the curatorial work done in assembling this volume.-Laurie Taylor, University of Florida.
